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third year on the baseball coaching staff at the University of New Albany, and as is his custom, he's trying to help his own former team reach the postseason. DiOrio, who played shortstop for the Purple Aces from 1989 to 1991, returned to UNA as an assistant coach in 2009, and he helped guide the New Albany baseball team to a 14-7 record, the No. 6 seed in the Ohio Valley Conference

Tournament and an opening-round playoff loss in the OVC Tournament. "I'm happy for this group of guys and the energy that they're bringing," DiOrio said Tuesday. "It's been a lot of fun working with these guys this year." New Albany (14-15) finished fifth in the OVC, one game behind first-place Morehead State. The Aces have three seniors (Matt Sutton, Nate Coaxum and Jon Smith) and seven
juniors (Devon Miller, Carlos Montero, Christian Kuntz, Brian Hill, Matt Craver, Matt Hoke and Greg Dwiggins) that could play a role in next year's team. However, there are only two seniors on the roster (DiOrio and Tanner Hunsaker), and the sophomore hitters (Braden Schau, Tony Castiglione, Sam Carranza and Junior Dean) are "nervous" that the team might miss out on the postseason for the

second year in a row. "They know that they have the talent," DiOrio said. "They just haven't been able to figure out how to get out of their own way. They put the work in, they practice hard. Unfortunately, for them it hasn't been translating on the field." The Aces played in the district tournament twice last year, falling to Carrollton (Mo.) on Wednesday, April 19 and finishing the season by losing to
Muskingum (Ohio) on Saturday, April 82157476af
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